
End of Embargo/Dispensation from Consultation of Oxford Thesis Procedure v.4 
 
Concerning those programmes which require deposit of the thesis in the Bodleian Library and ORA (D.Phil., M.Litt., 
M.Sc.(by research). 
 
GSA: Graduates Studies Assistants (17 staff cover all subject areas at the Departments/Divisional Office - 
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/gso/staff.shtml) 
 
RDEO: Research Degree Examinations Office 
 
 
Note: The Bodleian Libraries reserves the right to retain an embargo on a digital thesis if it is suspected that the 
thesis contains material that will infringe copyright or contains other sensitive information  
 
 
Notes 

• Hard copies of theses are deposited with the Bodleian Libraries and made available for consultation unless 
‘Dispensation from Consultation’ has been granted. 

• Digital copies of theses are deposited in ORA 
o MPLS: All digital theses are made open access on deposit in ORA unless the student applies for 

Dispensation from Consultation. At the end of the period of Dispensation from Consultation, the thesis 
will be made open access unless an extension has been granted by the Department/Faculty. 

o Humanities, Social Sciences and MSD: operate a default embargo of 3 years for digital copies of 
theses. The thesis will be made open access after this period unless an extension has been granted 
by the Department/Faculty. 

• All students should apply for Dispensation from consultation should their thesis contain copyright or sensitive 
content (see www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses/copyright_and_other_legal_issues) even if their 
thesis is subject to a default embargo. The period of restriction may last beyond the default embargo and 
should be applied for prior to deposit in ORA. 
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