
Christopher Strachey 1916 - 1975:
The Bloomsbury Years



The Strachey Dynasty, c.1893



The Pearsall Smith Family, 1894



Parents: Oliver Strachey (1912) and Ray Costelloe (c.1925)



The Mud House, Haselmere, Sussex



Gresham’s School, Norfolk, 1930-35



Gresham’s School, Norfolk, 1930-35



Kings College, 1936-39



Occupations Before Electronic Computers, 
1939-1952

• STC, Illminster, 1939-45

• St Edmunds School, 1946-49

• Harrow School, 1949-52



STC, Illminster, 1938-45



St Edmunds School, 1946-49



Harrow School, 1949-52



Harrow School, 1949-52



Dawn of Electronic Computers, NRDC 1952-1959

• The Manchester Mark I

• St Lawrence Seaway Calculations

• Computer Design

• Time-Sharing 

Lord “Tony” Halsbury, 1908 - 2000



The Manchester Mark I, 1952



St Lawrence Seaway Calculations



St Lawrence Seaway Calculations



Computer Design: Ferranti Pegasus v. English Electric DEUCE



Time-Sharing, 1959



Consulting and Cambridge Maths Lab, 1959-1965

• More of the same – but 
better paid

• Thinking seriously about 
programming



Thinking seriously about programming

• CPL, Cambridge 1962-66

• “Advances in Programming”, 1963

• “Towards a Formal Semantics,” 1964

• Formation PRG, Oxford, c.1965

• “Mathematical Theory of 
Programming,” MIT, 1966



Strachey’s last photograph


